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Dear Friends, 

While 2020 brought immense challenges 
that impacted our communities, country, 
and world, we have also seen resilience, 
hope, imagination, connection, and change 
that will guide us in the years to come. The 
stories and photos shared here highlight 
the power of both human connection and 
connection to the outdoors — two core 
tenets of Wilderness Inquiry’s mission that 
are as important as ever.

We look to the future with gratitude for 
a strong foundation and the collective 
engagement and support of our Wilderness 
Inquiry community — adventurers, learners, 
donors, volunteers, staff, and partners 
across the country and around the globe. 

Thank you for paddling together with us!

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS WE BELIEVE THAT 
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7,459 TOTAL 
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IN 2020
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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BOARD CHAIR

3,974
PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN 
CONTENT-RICH VIRTUAL EVENTS

2,231 
PEOPLE JOINED US FOR 
IN-PERSON ADVENTURES

1,254
PEOPLE ACCESSED ONLINE 
LEARNING RESOURCES

CONNECTING PEOPLE OF ALL 
AGES, BACKGROUNDS, AND 
ABILITIES TO EACH OTHER AND 
THE NATURAL WORLD THROUGH 
SHARED OUTDOOR ADVENTURES.

OUR MISSION CORE VALUES

32 Cover Photo: Boundary Waters, Photo by Sadie Hennen     •     St. Croix, Photo by Unknown Due to the challenges of travel and photo collection this past year, some of the images featured in this annual report are from years prior to 2020.        3



Connection to the outdoors can be a 
powerful thing. It can stir the heart and 
free the mind, and can heal the body and 
lift the spirit. Yet opportunities to connect 
to the outdoors are not created equal for 
all people. 

At Wilderness Inquiry, we believe that 
everyone belongs in the outdoors. In this, 
our programs are designed so that people 
of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities are 
supported, encouraged, and equipped to 
experience the outdoors.  

In 2020, the outdoors provided a place for 
safe escape and a space for investing in 
physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing. 
Through our mission, Wilderness Inquiry 
provided opportunities for outdoor 
engagement and exploration through small 
group and family trips, virtual programs 
for youth and families, and hands-on 
educational activities for people of all ages 
to explore the natural world close to home 
and further afield.

“The beauty of Mother Nature is beyond 
what anyone could imagine. The trip 
inspired and opened my mind about the 
importance of preserving the environment 
for the future generations.”

 - LA, YOUTH 
PARTICIPANT

in the outdoorsEVERYONE 
BELONGS

CONNECTION 
TO THE OUTDOORS
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CONNECTION TO COMMUNITY
For 43 years, Wilderness Inquiry has 
facilitated inclusion and community 
integration, providing outdoor experiences 
for people with differing abilities and 
identities, those of all ages, and individuals 
from different backgrounds.

2020 was a challenging year for connection. 
COVID-19 brought social distancing and 
isolation, and limited our ability to gather 

together as we once had. Through it, we 
learned that when physical connection 
may be hard, the spirit of connection to 
community is a resilient and powerful force. 

Whether joining together in a virtual space 
to learn about the history of a place or 
setting out with family for a shared paddling 
adventure, Wilderness Inquiry continued to 
provide opportunities for connection for our 
community of participants in 2020. 

“The trip reminded me how powerful a 
community can be and what we can all 
accomplish when we help one another.  I also 
came back with my spirit recharged and with 
the desire to keep in touch with those I just 
began to get to know.”

 - KIM, PARTICIPANT

in communityEVERYONE 
BELONGS
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JUSTICE, EQUITY, DIVERSITY 
& INCLUSION
Wilderness Inquiry is committed to 
becoming a better partner in building a 
more just, diverse, equitable, and inclusive 
outdoors. To realize this commitment, 
Wilderness Inquiry has been working across 
all internal departments to make structural 
and cultural changes to our organization 
through our JEDI Initiative, focused on 
justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion. In 
2020, we signed the In Solidarity Project’s 
Outdoor CEO Pledge and the Board of 
Directors established a DEI committee as 
part of our long-term, multifaceted strategic 
plan for the advancement of diversity, 
equity, and inclusion at Wilderness Inquiry.

As an organization, we acknowledge the 
systemic barriers and structures of oppression 
that limit access to outdoor spaces for many, 
including: black, indigenous, and people of 
color; people with disabilities; people who 
identify as members of the LGBTQ+ community; 
and other people who face barriers to 
outdoor participation. We also acknowledge 
the responsibility we hold as an organization 
of privilege in doing our part to break these 
barriers down.

Yellowstone, Photo by Tamar Patterson

Yellowstone, Photo by Raymond Korte

Berkeley, Photo by Adreon Morgan

Minneapolis, Photo by Julie GrahamMinneapolis, Photo by Claire Hassler

Santa Barbara, Photo by Peter MacMillan

Apostle Islands, Photo by Christy Illig

98 Yellowstone, Photo by Nicole Meyer        9



SMALL GROUP & FAMILY TRIPS

In 2020, Wilderness Inquiry adjusted our in-person trips to 
provide small group outdoor experiences that rekindle our 
relationships with nature and each other, while upholding 
the safest health standards. These experiences promote 
social connection, invest in the physical and mental health 
of our participants, and connect individuals that may not 
be able to travel on their own to the outdoors.

VIRTUAL EXPLORERS

Wilderness Inquiry’s virtual programs 
provide connections to community and 
the outdoors. Through these programs, we 
provide opportunities for youth and adults 
to explore the outdoors close to home, and 
create connections for those experiencing 
social isolation.

2021 ADAPTED PROGRAMS ONGOING CORE PROGRAMS
Through the uncertainties driven by the 
impact of COVID-19, our team has embraced 
adaptability and a new lens on our programs 
and services. We have strengthened and 
expanded our program offerings to provide 

GATEWAY TO ADVENTURE

These supported experiences for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities break 
down barriers to outdoor participation and promote 
social integration and connection.

SHARE THE ADVENTURE

Wilderness Inquiry adventures across the country 
and around the globe bring diverse groups of people 
of all abilities together to discover our common 
humanity and explore new places in the outdoors.

connections for those experiencing social 
isolation, opportunities for youth and adults 
to explore the outdoors close to home, and 
small group trips that ensure the outdoors 
remain accessible for everyone.

Minneapolis, Photo by Molly Street

10 Apostle Islands, Photo by Julia Schweitzer Boundary Waters, Photo by Angela Banks

CANOEMOBILE

Our “floating classroom” engages youth on public 
lands and waterways in communities around the 
country to improve school performance, cultivate a 
stewardship ethic, and create pathways to pursue 
educational and career opportunities in the outdoors. 

Glacier, Photo by Claire Hassler

Apostle Islands, Photo by Peter MacMillan

FAMILIES INTEGRATING 
TOGETHER

By providing adaptive strategies, specialized 
itineraries, scholarships, and added staff to 
support individuals with differing abilities, all 
families can experience the wonders of the 
natural world together.

Michigan City, Photo by Angela Banks

We are also committed to our long-standing 
programs that connect people of all ages, 
backgrounds, and abilities to inclusive 
adventures and educational opportunities 

in the outdoors, including Canoemobile, 
Families Integrating Together, Gateway to 
Adventure, and Share the Adventure.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

John Butler 
BOARD TREASURER

Wilderness Inquiry ended 2020 
on sound financial footing while 
delivering on its mission to provide 
outdoor opportunities for people of 
all ages, backgrounds, and abilities. 
Thanks to a generous community of 
supporters, donors, and partners, as 
well as prudent fiscal management, 
the organization finished the year 
with a small budget surplus. 

Wilderness Inquiry was awarded the highest rating 
from Charity Navigator for an impressive 6th 
consecutive year, demonstrating a commitment to 
trustworthiness, transparency, and efficiency. The 
organization is committed to fiscal responsibility and 
good stewardship of donor and stakeholder resources, 
and is in a strong financial position to continue to 
deliver on its mission in the years to come. Audited 
financial statements are summarized below and were 
prepared by Carpenter, Evert & Associates, Certified 
Public Accountants.

“In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in 
all material respects, the financial position of Wilderness Inquiry, Inc. as of 
December 31, 2020 and 2019, and the changes in its net assets and its cash 
flows for the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America.”

- Carpenter, Evert & Associates, Certified Public Accountants, March 2021

BALANCE SHEET STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

2020 EARNED REVENUE 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS

ANNUAL GROWTH IN 
CONTRIBUTED REVENUE

CORP. AND FDN. GRANTS

DONATIONS DIR. BY INDIV.

PROGRAM/PARTICIPANT FEES

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

2020 2019

ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents $ 791,293 $ 745,487

Short Term Investments $ 1,158,879 $ 614,050

Other Current Assets $ 380,026 $ 403,758

Property & Equipment $ 1,774,833 $ 1,937,136

Endowments & Investments $ 2,096,557 $ 1,970,737

TOTAL ASSETS $ 6,201,588 $ 5,671,168

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accrued Expenses $ 331,740 $ 233,544

Deferred Revenue $ 575,993 $ 290,511

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $ 907,733 $ 524,055

LONG TERM LIABILITIES $ 499,913 $ 420,751

NET ASSETS $ 4,793,942 $ 4,726,362

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 6,201,588 $ 5,671,168

2020 2019

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Grants, Contributions, Gifts $ 2,129,324 $ 1,428,360

Government Grants $ 502,558 $ 892,704

Program Fees $ 371,366 $ 1,593,221

Investment Income $ 60,777 $ 59,853

Miscellaneous Income $ 68,776 $ 132,314

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $ 3,132,801 $ 4,106,452

EXPENSES

Program Services $ 2,171,592 $ 3,554,015

Share the Adventure $ 810,102 $  2,004,348

Youth Engagement $ 908,633 $ 831,674

Indiv. & Family with Disabilities $ 452,857 $ 717,993

Management & General $ 712,243 $ 535,829

Fundrasing $ 228,268 $ 199,106

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 3,112,103 $ 4,288,950

WILDERNESS INQUIRY 
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

Generous support from our community of donors 
and supporters powers our mission and directly 
provides outdoor programs that are inclusive, 
welcoming, and life-changing. Thank you to all of the 
individuals, families, and corporate, foundation, and 
government partners listed below who invest in and 
support our work to ensure that everyone belongs in 
the outdoors. 

We make every effort to ensure accurate listings. If 
we did not attribute your donation correctly, or if you 
have any other questions or comments for us, please 
contact Development Director Willy Tully at 
(612) 676-9430 or willy@wildernessinquiry.org.

Thank you to our federal partners and the staff of 
the federal land management agencies! By working 
together through these public-private partnerships, we 
are able to scale our programs to serve thousands of 
youth and adults, provide inclusive adventures from 
coast to coast, and ensure that our nation’s public 
lands, waterways, National Parks, and National Forests 
are accessible for all. 

DONORS MAKE OUR PADDLING POSSIBLE – THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING

$100,000+ 
Jack and Kirsten Driscoll
Catherine Finch and Finch 

Family
Jim Gray
Ed and Valerie Spencer - 

Spencer Family Foundation

$25,000-$99,999
Fred C. and Katherine B. 

Andersen Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation
The Charles E. and Edna 

T. Brundage Family 
Foundation

Patrick and Aimee Butler 
Family Foundation

Eugene U. and Mary F. 
Frey Family Fund of The 
Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

James B. Linsmayer 
Foundation

Manitou Fund
Charles Stewart Mott 

Foundation

Nature Valley
Bill and Cindy Schmoker 

- The Schmoker Family 
Foundation

Lisa Stuart Schmoker Family 
Foundation

Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad
Justin White - North Star 

Foundation 

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (2)
Paul and Brenda Fischer
George Family Foundation
John and Sue Grady
Jack Haggerty - Haggerty 

Family Foundation
Cynthia Hersey
Lux Foundation, Inc.
Marbrook Foundation
McNeely Foundation
Minnesota Environmental 

Fund
Mary and Raymond Mithun
The Murphy Family 

Foundation, Inc.

Tom Nelson and Martha 
Dayton

Terrance and Bette Noble 
Foundation

RBC Wealth Management
The REI Foundation
Paul and Mary Reyelts 

Foundation
Jim and Yvonne Sexton Family 

Foundation
Thomson Reuters
TJX Foundation
Ben and Mary Whitney 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Winnebago Industries

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Peter H. Bachman and 

Janet Rice Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Thomas Barry
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable 

Foundation
Peggy Driscoll and Rob Keeley 

- Driscoll Foundation
Beth and David Finch
Jim and Mary Frey
Diana Grove and Joe Krupp
Kate and Rick Hartfiel
The Helgeson Foundation
Ken and Laura Higgins
John and Betsy Hinck
Monica and Bill Luce
Margaret Rivers Fund
Edwin and Susan McCarthy
Jane McCarthy Fund
Doug and Therese Moore
Mortenson Family Foundation
Moul Family Foundation of 

the Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

Sue and Tom O’Connor
Casey Albert T. O’Neil 

Foundation
Peterssen/Keller Architecture
Smikis Foundation
The Thomson Family
Travelers Foundation
Steve Wells and Jane Scallen
Jim and Carla Wilding

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (9)
The Acheson Peterson Louise 

Fund of Vanguard Charitable
Erik Allen
Amy Alpine and John Grump
America’s Best Local Charities
American Family Insurance 

Dreams Foundation
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 

Foundation
Mark Anderson
Apostle Islands Historic 

Preservation Conservancy
Randy Ban and Sally Gilchrist
The Barnes Family
Mary Lou Barton
Cecile Bedor
Susan Boren and Steve King
Morgan Burns
The Barbara Carlson Family
Jerome J. and Ursula 

Choromanski Family 
Foundation

Ken Collier and Nancy Scherer

St. Paul, Photo by Unknown

22.1%

13.1%

18.0%

1.3%

43.3%

2.2%

SPECIAL EVENTS

ENDOWMENTS

2016 2018

MILLIONS

Contributed Revenue includes: corporate, foundation, and government grants; 
contributions and gifts; and special event revenue.

WILDERNESS INQUIRY 
40TH ANNIVERSARY 
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2017 2019 2020

$2.02M

$2.47M
$2.59M

$2.44M

$2.68M
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Support from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
of the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment 
provides place-based experiences for Minnesota youth 
to engage with the history and culture of our state’s 
natural resources. Since 2016, more than 17,000 youth 
have explored Minnesota’s rich outdoor heritage 
through hands-on programs on waterways and public 
lands all across the state. 

Lake Phalen, Photo by Tamar Patterson

Julie Corty Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

David and Kitty Crosby
Katherine Davis
Dellwood Foundation
The Dorsey & Whitney 

Foundation
Anne Doyle and Jim Stock
John and Bonnie Driggs
Emerson 
Martha and Ron Erickson
Facebook
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 

Reath LLP
Mark Finch
Matthew and Miriam 

Flannigan

FRWD @ Bain & Company
Susie, Peter and Sally Fry
Dan and Jodi Geffre
Nancy Gibson and Ron 

Sternal
Peter and Mary Gove
Liebe Gray
Great Lakes Northern 

Outfitter
Hunt Greene and Jane Piccard
Mary Hanley
Bill and Helen Hartfiel
Liz and Van Hawn
Mr. and Mrs. Philip G. Heasley
Libby and Ed Hlavka
Brian and Karen Holcomb
Craig Holden and Dorothea 

Hrossowyc
Paul and Laura Holmes
Laura and Steve Inglis
Chandra Jessee
Art and Martha Kaemmer 

Fund of HRK Foundation
Phyllis and Donald Kahn 

Foundation
Gabe Keller and Emily Sohn
Kellogg Commission 

Company Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Greg and Gail Kenton
Kim Keprios and John Everett
Mr. and Mrs. William B. King - 

King Family Advised Fund of 
The Community Foundation 

WILDERNESS INQUIRY 
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

of Middle Tennessee
Knox Foundation
Tracy and James 

Kochendorfer
Peggy Ladner and Clif Brittain
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber
Lakewinds Co-op
John Lavander and Nancy 

Owen
Lube-Tech
Mary and Mark Maher
Karen Mappin
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland 

Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

David and Jan McNair 
Philanthropy Fund of 
Goldman Sachs

Griffin Melnick
Jennifer Micek - Ernest 

and Sally Micek Family 
Foundation

John and Wendy Mikkelson
John and Susan Miller
Chris Mincks and Lisa 

Shakerin
Lucy C. Mitchell - The 

Longview Foundation
Mother Earth Gardens
Linda and Reid Murchison 

Donor Advised Fund of the 
North Carolina Community 
Foundation

National Grid Renewables
Leslie and Chris Neugent
Audre and Roger Newman
Darin Newman
Eric Nicholson
Sandra and Curtis Nielsen
Gary and Mary O’Brien Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Molly O’Shaughnessy and 

Mike Monahan
Rhoda and Greg Olsen
Tom and Meredith Olson
Amy Owen
Mark and Kelley Parish
Craig and Ellie Peterson
Paul Peterson
John and Anne Pfluecke
Polaris Industries
Irene Qualters
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 

Foundation
Kathryn Ramstad
Ritzman Family Fund of the 

DuPage Foundation
Dan and Kari Rominski
Thomas A. and Georgina T. 

Russo
Jane Sage Cowles
Jennifer Sargent and Ben 

Savitt
Bill Simpson
Karl Smith
Phil Soran
Pete Tanghe and Michele 

Harris
TCF National Bank
Tim and Diane Thorpe
Max Thyen
Laurie and Ralph Tullier
VAA Engineering
Archie D. and Bertha H. 

Walker Foundation
Chad and Lisa Walker
Andy and Heidi Walz
Cathy Weyerhaeuser
Lisa Williams
Eleanor and Fred Winston - 

The Longview Foundation
Julie Wissinger and Tom 

Higgins
James H. Woods Foundation

$500-$999
Anonymous (4)
Leslie Anderson
Sharon Bachman
Josh Baltzell and Suzanne 

Richards
Jim Barott
Louis Bartholome
Jann and Gordon Baustian
Mary Blickenderfer
Elna and Jerry Campbell-Wade
Jon Carpenter
Elaine Casaprima
Matthew Dahlquist and 

Deborah Oakes
Sheldon Damberg
John DuBois
David Erickson
Charlie and Anne Ferrell
Jim Finch
Bev and Don Forsman
Robert & Caroline Fullerton 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Martha Gabbert
Jennie and Richard Goelz
Sarah Goullaud
Robert Gregory
Gustola Granola
Ellie Hands
Kate Hanson

Duane Hendrickson
Richard and Ingrid Hoyt
Stephen Imholte and Rachel 

Scherer
Trish Ishizuka
Mary and Charles Jungmann
Chuck and Lisa Keller
Esther Kellogg
William and Laurie Koch
Ann Kohls
Kresge Foundation
Louis and Carrie Lambert
John and Sarah Lindahl
Steven Lorentzen DDS
Mark and Sally Ludlow
Joseph and Sylvia Luetmer
J.R. Maddox
Pamela Manice
Davis & McConnell Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Michael and Charlene 

McHugh
David McKee and Lynn 

Naeckel
Medtronic Matching Gift 

Program
Carol Mizuno
Dan Moreno and Jean Burdorf
Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Janet and Mike Nilles
Mark and Jackie Nolan Family 

Fund of The Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Steve Nulsen
Judy Ostendorff and Ron 

Jensen
Tom and Betsy Otteson
Galen and Karen Pate
Joanne and Bill Patterson
Steve Pieh and Barb Kern-

Pieh
Sarah Pohl
Portman Amis Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Susan and Gary Rappaport
Lynn Reutiman Kidder, 

Brian Reutiman and Heidi 
Reutiman

Curt and Sigrid Reynolds
Sandra Roe
Susie Rutkowski
Derek Schlea
Rosemary and Terry Sexton
Phil and Schele Smith Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dwight and Nancy Steege
John Sterner
Stocks Family Fund of the 

Catholic Community 
Foundation

Lori Tauring and Renee 
Tierney

Barbara Telander
Samuel and Melissa Toso
Sam Wheeler
David Whitney
Joshua Williams
Steve Wilson and Mary Shedd

$250-$499
Anonymous (2)
Kent and Amanda Adams
Scott Anderson
Michelle Arawwawela
Michele Arington
Debbie Bancroft
Christopher Barns and 

Kathleen Stachowski
Stacey Bartelson
Clara Bleak
Marilyn Bryant
Michael and Barbara Byrne 
Robert and Joan Campbell
Tyler Carlson and Kate Droske
Reid Carron and Becky Rom
Bob and Deb Chauvin
Arne and Jessica Cook
Bree and Mike Cooper
Brendan Cousino
Donal Cousino
Carin Crego-Faul
Ellie Crosby
Scott and Jean Crow
Brenda and Swep Davis
Martha Holton Dimick and Jim 

Dimick
Robert and Kristin Dudacek
Michael Dungan
Julie and David Edmiston
Ron and Nancy Edmiston
Michele and Mark Engdahl
Sue Fishman
Kate Foley
Frank Forsberg and Mary 

Heer-Forsberg
Jennifer Franko
Mitch and Kathy Ginsburg
Wilma Gitchel
GiveMN.org
Ted Glass and Debra Jeffreys
Susie and Hal Goldstein
Good Today
Jerry and Cindy Gray
Brenda and Mark Grim
Carol and Lee Grim
Mike Hahm and Amy 

Brendmoen
Tom Haluska and Ginny 

Arthur
Mona and Dave Harmann
Donald Helgeson and Sue 

Shepard
Jerry and Carol Henger
Dawn Hill
Connie Hilliard and Fran 

Coyne

Nell Holden and Craig Sweet
Hans and Sara Holmberg
Patrice Horstman
Alyssa Huelman
Penelope Hunt
Katherine Hunter
Ann and Terry Huntrods
The Ekdahl Hutchinson Family 

Fund of The Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Helena Jackson and Doug 
Dunham

Anita and Joseph Kaliszewski
Terry Kelly
Forest Kenworthy
Dave Kingman
Brian Klein
Kevin and Amy Kluesner Fund 

of the Central Minnesota 
Community Foundation

Deborah Knooihuizen
Anne Kruger
Charlie and Hannah Lakin
Jeff Lasar
Patty Lawrence
Laurel and Eric Lein
David Lipps
Connie Manske and Bruce 

Redmon
John and Betsy Massie
Paul Maumalanga
Leo and Katie McAvoy 
Charlene McEvoy
McKenna Family Fund of The 

Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

Chet and Miriam Meyers
Judy Miller
Tim Mitzel
Haney Moore Family
Lisa Nadler and Deb 

Pilkington
Northeast Bank
Megan O’Hara and R.T. Rybak
Ellie Ogden
Joshua Otto
Catherine and Louis Paglia
Nina Pan
Laura Pancoast
Tom and Betsy Pfeifer
Lucy and Bob Powers
Rip and Gail Rapson
Mary Reutiman
Carleen Rhodes and Byron 

Gilman
Patrick and Heather Richard
Benjamin Risk
Holly Robbins
Victoria Robbins Kopke
Ingrid, Hugh, Nick and Anna 

Roberts
Sara Rottunda
Sue Sattler
Carol and Paul Seifert

“The Mississippi River Explorers program is a 
great way for our students to explore a river 
that runs through our own backyard. The 
programming offered is a high-quality experience 
for our students filled with meaningful content, 
prepared materials, active participation, and 
addressing cross-curricular standards. It provides 
a virtual step out of our classroom in these times 
when in-person field trips are not possible. The 
presenters are great with our students, energetic, 
and knowledgeable in their field.”

 - 5TH GRADE TEACHER

- JULIE, PARENT OF 
A MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

EXPLORERS PARTICIPANT

“Marta enjoyed all the sessions so much! It 
was so great to have something for her to look 
forward to in addition to usual school activities 
we do at home. Your staff did a wonderful job 
facilitating the sessions, keeping kids engaged, and 
communicating meaningful educational content. 
We are a family who loves the outdoors and Marta 
has especially loved nature, so this was a perfect 
fit for her. It was really fun to see her get a ‘deeper 
dive’ into the ecology and history of places we enjoy 
visiting on a regular basis! I appreciated how you 
provided some vision for such a variety of career 
options related to nature as well. Thank you!”
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WILDERNESS INQUIRY 
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

Kath Sharp
Paul Sitz
Jay and Yvonne Smith
Gerry and Nan Snyder
John Sorteberg and Christina 

Kennedy
Barb and Art Stock
Debbie and Gordon Stofer
Nancy Stone
Susan Talbot
Topaz Fund of the Community 

Foundation for Southern 
Arizona

Michael and Doreen Trucano
John and Ellie Tucker
Harold and Pamela Ulvestad
Laura and Allen 

VanLandschoot
Daglin and Mary Von Ruden
Philip Von Ruden
Louis and Linda Wagner
Mary Wahlstrand and Mark 

Bohnhorst
Kathryn Wallace
Cindy and Joe Walz
Sarah West
Rob and Anne Wight
Gwen Wilson
Rufus and Elizabeth Winton
Lynelle Wood
Doug Woods
Michael and Barbara Woolsey
Louise Ziegler

$100-$249
Anonymous (17)
Vin Allia
Shannon Andreson and Jason 

Hiltner
John Anfinson
Kris Arena
Ian Armitage

Elizabeth Atkinson
Kathy Austin
Janet Badura
Katharine Baker
Jonathan Balk
Ann Bancroft
Elizabeth Bancroft
Margaret and Alexander 

Bancroft
Taryn Barclay
Stephen Barron
B.J. Battig and Kay Williams
Susan and Robert Bauer
Polly and Gary Bayrd
Robert and Barbara Beck
Doug Bekke
Erica Bentley and Kurt Clark
Paul and Julie Berg
Judy Berglund
Thomas Bezek
Bob Bieraugel
Michael and Rae Ann Blazer
BNG Team / TrueIT
Patricia Bowe
Erik and Hanna Brandt
Susan Breckner
Amanda and Nate Brine
John and Lynne Bruder
Deb and John Bryant
Kate Bryant and Jon Lindfors
Jenna Buetow
John and Rose Marie 

Burkholder
Adam Burns
Martha Butler
Sean Buuck
Brenda and James Byron
Jayne Carey-Peterson
Marty Carlson and Mary 

Knoblauch
John Carron and Traci 

Telander

Philip Carruthers
Dean and Jennifer Casad
Betty Christiansen
Thomas and Susan 

Christiansen
Tony Christianson
Susan and Jim Clough
Joe Conrad
Sarah Cooke
Maria Cooley
Coons-Cossi Charitable Fund 

of Fidelity Charitable
Mark and Karri Copman
Anna Cox
Jean Cox
Mary Ellen Cunningham
Michael Dady
Allan and Marnie Davisson
Wendy Dayton
Mary DeLaittre
Dell
Patricia DeMaria-Colts
John and Ann Dryer
Joyce Dunkin
Jane Dunlap
Dunnewind Family Fund of 

Schwab Charitable
Tanya Dyrdahl
James Eastman
Glenace Edwall
Gregg and Robin Ellingson
Lars and Molly Erdahl
Joan Erickson
John and Becky Errigo
Betsy Evans
Lonnie Roth Fairchild
Denny Felicetta
Bragetta Femal
Catherine Fitch and Evan 

Roberts
Shelby Flint
Cody Forst

Jonathan Foster
Ronald Fraboni
Dave and Mary Jo Franske
Thomas Fraser and Mary 

Strand
Mark Fraune
Trudy Fredin and Al Trippel
Wayne and Tammy Freimund
Steve Frestedt
Lee, Amy, Ethan and Adam 

Friedman
Sandy Fuller
Teresa and Craig Gale
Joan and Jim Gardner
Rod and Sue Garver
Lisa Gasser
John Geelan and Megan 

Feeney
Kim and Aaron Gelperin
Heidi and Mark Gemlo
John and Janet Gendler
Phyllis Genest-Stein
Margo George
Dan and Patti Gerhan
Barbara Gerolimatos and 

Alan Brown
Bradley and Laura Gordon
Betty Grant
Leigh Gray
John Grierson
Elizabeth Grimes
Victoria Groves-Cardillo
Barbara Gullickson
Betsy Guthmann
H.B. Fuller
Brittany Hagedorn and Dan 

Livengood
Stacy and Mike Hageman
Jim Hagstrom
Gordon and Laurie Hain
Craig and Louise Halverson
Christine Hansen and John 

Halla
Wendy Hansen
Don and Jean Hanson
John Harrer
Chris and Kevin Harrington
Mike and Kathleen 

Harrington
Kelly Harth
Katharine Hartley
Sinthang Has
Myrna Hasenfeld and 

Martin, Ilene and Robin
Eric Hausman and Deb 

Altschuler
Maurice Hearne
John and Jean Hedberg
Frank Hedges, III
Roger Heegaard and Cheryl 

Thomas
Susan Heegaard
Clifford Heim
Paula and Doug Hemer
Helen Hennes
Michael Hennig
Jeff and Patty Henry
Adam Hertzberg
Sharon Hierlmaier
Carrie and Rich Higgins
Dan Hochhalter
Linka Holey
Tom and Libby Horner
Jonathan and Kaitlin 

Houlihan
Bill and Kathleen Howard
Juan Hoyos
Andrew and Ellie Humphrey
Carole and Andrew Hunter
Nancy Hyde
Nancy Hylden and Peter 

McLaughlin
Ed Hyshiver
Deborah Jahn and John 

Tamminen

Joy and Tony James
Jamf
Karen Janisch
Susan Jerutis
Darrell Johnson and Janet 

Wiig
Renee Johnson
Sally Johnson and Kay Kramer
Mark Kappelhoff
Marilyn Kapter
Sarah Karpanty
Colleen Keating and Robert 

Beyer
Kellcie Fund
Mary and Shaun Kennedy
Madeleine Kerr and David 

Shanteau
T.J. Kerr and Erica Wyncoll
Julie and George Kinney
Andrea Kircher
Rick Kleven
Gerd and Maria Knops
Erik and Sarah Knutzen
Alan and Ann Koehler
Linda Krach
Kevin Krahn
Brett Kreiser
Kathleen Krogstad
Linda and Mark Krueger
Meg Krueger and Micaela 

Bagley
Susan and Steve Kute
Bill Kuykendall
Sue and Paul Labovitz
Edward and Nancy Landes
Bret Lanning
Don and Marlyce Lee
Robert Lenobel
Carson Lentz and Sandra 

Haeuser
Gail Lewis
Deborah Liang and Matthew 

Tillotson
Jack and Rhoda Liebo
Marvin Liewer
Andrew Litecky Fund of 

the InFaith Community 

Foundation
Jan Lockie
Cynthia Lyman
Diana MacLennan
Kory and John Macy
John and Brenda Maier
Gary Mainor
Daniel Malinow
Jim and Paula Mallory
Catherine Mamer
Stuart and Martha Mason
Karen and Ron Matz
Virginia May
Cheryl McChesney
Doug McCullough
Mark McGoldrick and Mia 

Feldbaum
Vanessa McGuire
Justin McHugh
Annie McIntyre
Anne McKeig
Andy and Corie McKibben
Rob and Becky McKim
James McNulty
Steven and Catherine Means
RaVae Megaw
Gretchen Mehmel and Jeff 

Birchem
Bill and Jane Meller
Joe Melsha
Scott and Liz Mendel
Martha Beery Milbery and 

Kevin Milbery
David and Kathy Miller
Laura and Charles Miller
Virginia Tisdale Miller and 

Duffy Miller
Carol Milligan
Sarah and Jeff Milligan-Toffler
Ran Miner
Sarah Mirick
Elizabeth Misura
Mitsubishi Electric America 

Foundation
Curtis Moe and Kathy Harker
Sharon Moenkhaus
Todd Monson

Chuck and Melinda Moos
Tom Moran
Dominic and Monika Morber
Kate Morton-Peters and Stan 

Oleson
Bruce and Elaine Moulton
John and Cheryl Mulhausen
Mary Mullen
Mari Jo Mundahl
Wanda and Joe Murphy
Douglas and Kathy Nafziger
Cara Nance
Mary and David Neal
John and Barb Neitge
Becca Nelson and Chad Foote
Charles and Barbara Nelson
Tom Nelson
Dan Ness and Linda Zespy
Jim and Debbie Nicholson
Cindy and Jeremy Norton
Amanda Novak
Jenni and Eric O’Link
Linnea Olesen
Stacey Oliver
Gail Olson and Stephen 

Hopkins
Lawrence Olson
Paul Olson
Reid Olson
Kelly Ottman
Marin Page
Grace Palmer
Julia and Brian Palmer
John and Charlotte Parish
Cathy Parsa 
Michele and Paul Pasko
David and Mary Perkins
Bob and Anne Perschel
Greg Peterson
Sally Polk
James and Nancy Pomes
Sandra Potter
Sue Prast
Patricia Price
Ann and Kevin Quiring
Keith and Jody Radtke
Chris Reedy and Jennifer Ford 

Reedy
Mary Reidhead
Christine and Spencer Rettler
Josh Richey
Peter and Gemma Robbins
Donald Robertson
Becky Roethlisberger
Doug Rohde
Diane Rosenwald
Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Mark and Susan Ryshavy
Wayne and Karen Sames
Dean and Kathy Sanberg
Cari Sandstrom
Paul Sanner and Kimberly 

Steele
John Schaefer
Dan Schally
Colleen Scheck
Beverly Schleper
Rodger Schmitt
Kathy and Jeff Schoenbauer
Rob Schultz
Susan Schultz
Paul and Sue Schurke
Kate and Robert Scott
Roger Seaver
Seek More Wilderness
Miriam Seidenfeld
Jonathan Sexton
Jennifer and Dale Shaller
Linda and Jo Shalley
Stanley and Lucy Shepard
Gregory and Gale Shuster
Lauri Sidelko
Linny Mae Siems and Bill 

Webb
Michael Simon
Anne Larsen Simonson
George Sinner
William Sohn
Karen and Steven 

Sonnenberg
Jim Sorboro and Karla Gluek
Doug Spencer and Kathleen 

Parrish
Michael and Pamela Stalpes
Kathy Steinberger and Jim 

Young
Eric and Caroline Stevens
William Stoeri
Kathy Stoltz-Buhta and Ron 

Buhta
Caroline Storck
Eric and Katie Storck
Paula and John Storck
Larry Storey
Delores Strasser
Susan and Robert Swingen
Robin Taylor and Joe Lobl
Thrivent Matching Gift 

Program
Valerie Tonkin
Bernice Torregrossa and 

Daniel Bond
Philip and Mary Tron
William Tully
Carrie Turner
Jon, Mariah, Palmer and Aksel 

Ulvestad
Michael Usem and Georganne 

Walker
Karen and Corwin Vance
Mary W. Vaughan
Gil Vernon
Carmen Von Ruden
Liz and Bob Wahlberg
David Warner
Eric Wasserman
Beth Waterhouse
Frank Wei
Pam Weier
WEM Foundation
Edith Westfall
Kelly and John Wheaton
Jim and Ann Wheeler
Laura Whipple
Janice Whitney and Douglas 

Kelley
Kathy and Tim Whitten
Jim and Amy Wilson
John Wilson and Maggie Hunt-

Wilson
Susan D. Wilson
Rick Wittwer - Wittwer 

Placement Services
Dennis and Robin Wolff
Cindy Lien and John Wollum
Hunter and Adam Wright
James and Kathlyn Wyman
Chu Xiong
Scott and Kathy Yanoff
Andrew Young
Kristi and Steve Youngquist
Ron Zickert and Teresa 

Antonneau
Michael Zwank and Nienke 

Wijnia

UP TO $99
Anonymous (26)
Sandra Accola
Mary Adair
Tracy Alger
Carolyn Allshouse
AmazonSmile Foundation
Alice and Dan Anderson
Beth Anderson
Chel Anderson and John Alt
Steve and Annette Anderson
Julie Andrus
Vanessa Arboleda
Julia Armbruster
Anthony Aufdenkampe
John Bablitch
Charles Backes
Patricia Bailey
David and Mary Jo Baker

“You can not imagine how happy I am for being 
able to experience the Boundary Waters again. I 
cried tears of joy at night. I hope to be able to do 
it again in the future, but for now, I have a great 
memory and proved to myself that I could do 
more than I ever expected!”

- LYNN, PARTICIPANT

For 28 years the Minnesota Environmental Fund has 
been a generous supporter and close partner in our 
work to share Minnesota’s great outdoors with future 
generations of outdoor lovers, stewards, participants, 
and explorers. 

Wild River State Park, Photo by Carly Rundle-Borchert
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Gail Baker
Nancy and Ken Ballard
Jessica Balter and James 

Sharrer
Greg Bartz
Ronald and Christy Bateman
Tess and Ryan Beebe
Jane and Bruce Beery
Elizabeth Benn
Tommy Bennett
Marsha Berry
Jim and LaMae Biagi
Judy Bjorke
Karen Blachowiak
Amy Blumenshine and Mike 

Troutman
Beth Boal
Margaret and Robert Boatz
Gloria Boersma
Jan Boerth
Derek Boiko-Weyrauch
Phil and Sue Bonthius

Peggy and Glen Booth
Patrick Borzenski
Boston Scientific Matching Gift 

Program
Penny Boulay
Colleen Brems
Janet and Leon Breun
Amy Broich
Mary Brooks
Cynthia Brown
Robin Brown and Denise 

Pasmanter
Thomas Brown
Amy and Eric Buck
Erica Buck
Caitlin and Aaron Bulthuis
Jordan Burmeister
Andrew Butterbrodt
Cargill
David Carroll
Phil Cass and Laura Weisel
Lisa Cassioppi

Mary Cavert
Thomas and Nancy Chisholm
Holly Church and Mike 

Grossman
Mary and George Clausen
Bob Conway
Mary Kay Conway
Jeanmarie Cook
Jamie Cork
Meghan Cosgrove and Colleen 

McGarry
Glenda Coyer
Ben Crary
Jean Cunningham
Rozann Czeck
Carolyn Colwell Dahl
David Dahl
Rosemary Dale
Barbara and Tom Deans
Courtney Deavours
Scott and Ariella Degner
Manzie DiAngelis

David Dilks
Cindy Dillenschneider and 

Jason Maloney
Amy Diorio
Alva Djerf
Deborah Dora
Sheri Doughman and Joe 

Larson
Sue Dow
Dan Dressler
Casey and Sarah DuBois
Holly Duck and Alice DuBois
Susan Eckstein
Jonathan Eirten
Karen Ekiss
John and Ann Elward
Jaysen Ely
Gail Emerich
Micah Emmel-Duke
Josephine Estrada
Patrick Eveland
Rosemary Everett
Howard Evergreen
Hannah Fiege
Jane and Kevin Fields
Robert and Nancy Fierer
Amanda Flynn
Jamie and Craig Folkers
Rose Ann Foreman 
Anita Foss
Karen Fox
Michael and Molly Frank
Chuck and Kristy Fremstad
Laura Freund
Barb and Zola Friedman
Joyce and Norman Friedman
Joyce Gannon

General Mills Matching Gift 
Program

Sara and Garry Gilberg
Chelsea and Nick Gillam
Mark Giorgini
Jamie Glover
Marlene Goldenberg
David and Mary Goldstein
Jeff and Lori Goldstein
Aminu Gomos
Robert Gorkin
Gary Grabko
Erica Grandpre
Ann and Steve Gravseth
Barb Greer
Matthew Griebie
Sally Gruman
John Gulla and Andrea 

Godbout
Wendy and Dean Gustafson
Rochelle Habeck and Allan 

Hunt
Dave and Nancy Hall
Kathy Hall
Lois Hall and Phil Morton
Ashlea Halpern
Rachel Hampton and Darius 

Szewczak
Annie Handford and David 

Rosenbloom
Patty Hendricksen
Laura Hansen
Torstein and Anne Hansen
Clyde Hanson
Jeff Hanson
Carol and John Hardenburg
Carol Harrison
Jane Harstad
Robin Hasenfeld and Lester 

Blumberg
Katie Hatt
Hannah Hedegard
Megan Heitkamp

David and Glenda Henning
Annie Hickman
Clarissa and Mike Hirsch
Tyler Hoffman
TisBest
Linda and David Hommes
Rick and Karen Hondlik
Ani, Chuck and Olive Howald
Chris and Karen Hoy
Kathy and Bryce Huemoeller
Kathryn Humphrey
Justin Ibershoff
Lisa and Buddy Ide
Daniel Ihle
Anne and John Ingwalson
Shannon Iwaszkowiec
Frederick and Janet Jacobs
Valerie Valentine Jacobs
Grace James
Frank and Barbara Janisch
Jill Jensen
Mali Jensen
Nancy and Jim Johnson
Peg Johnson
Sue Johnson
Holly and Walt Jones
Catherine Jordan and Steve 

Lick
Cathy Jordan and Fred Dulles
Sandy Kachurek
Katherine Kane
Britta Kauppila
Jenny Kedward
Kent and Kathy Kehrberg
Beth Kellogg
Eric Kelly
Melinda Kenealy
Susan and Brian Kennedy
Anne Kinner
Kimberley and Nathan Kirby
Shauna Kirkham
Michael Klein
Didi Koka

Marty Kokes
Ann Koller
David and Anita Kordonowy
Thomas Kottke
Douglas and Susan Kowalski
Kathleen Kuehnast
Chip LaCasse
Carmen LaChappelle
Robb and Jan Lageson
Renn Lambert
Diane Landgrebe
Emily Lane
Julie Larsen
Gary Laurent and Laurie 

Chasteen
Rob Ley
Joan and Erik Linck
Onalee Lindborg
Stan and Jean Linnell
Hannah Litfin
Dendy Lofton
Jerry and Yvonne Lorenz
Steve Lubin
Sarah and Adam Luckhardt
Gretchen Luedtke
Paul Lukens
Brad Lutovsky
William Lutz
Beth and David Lyman
Jim Lynch and Melissa Draper
Maggie Madden
Kevin Madson
Becky and John Maher
Danielle Maher-Baron
Eloise Maki
Jackie Martin
Martha Martin and Daniel 

Houck
Peggy Martinez
Jen Martodam
John and Connie Marty
Laura Mauro
Jeff May

Cindy and Jack Mayeron
Holli McClain
Heidi McClure
Steve McCuskey
James and Kathleen 

McFarland
Lisa McLean
Julie Megow
Warren Melton
Janet Meredith
Mike Misukanis
Noreen Moen
Mara Moettus
Sheila Monk
Kristen Montag
Karla Morgan
Ryan Morgan
Michael Moriarty
Donald Morrow
Grace Mortenson
Penelope Moskus
Brian Myles
Gupthan Namboodiripad
Godan Nambudiripad
Nancy Neibergs
Catherine Neitge
Neuger Communications 

Group
Ann and Bob Niedringhaus
Charles Noble
Harriet Norgren
Tanya O’Brien
Kelly O’Connor
Thomas and Celine O’Neill
Aron Olson
Erik and Sarah Olson
Ron and Mary Olson
Korey Opland
Rita and Luis Ortiz
Elaine Ososki
Phyllis Parise
Gari Patton
Lisa Pearson and Tony Clark

Courtney Pelissero
Jack Pendergast
J. Earl Perry and Anne Bekoff
Anders Pesavento
Ferdinand Peters
Don and Jeannette Peterson
Pfizer Foundation
J. Wayne and Bridget Phillips
Wendy Placko
Nora Plesofsky
Alyssa Polack
Laurel Porter
Caleb Pulver
Kendra Pyle
Mark and Jodi Quale
Larry and Clara Raineri
Jorn Remmem and Pam 

Nimmerfroh
Jean Replinger
Celia Richey
John and Teresa Ringle
William Risse
Nicole and Mark Robinson
Maureen and David Rochester
Steve Rubley
Shanna Rucker
Steven Ruddick
Katrina Rudisel
Janine Rueter
Greg Ruhland
Michael Russell
Vicki Ryan
Nancy Sabin
Kirk and Anna Sabiston
Lynn Sainati
Amy Sandeen
Gary and Jane Sather
Anouk Savineau
Patrick and Charlotte Scanlan
Gay Schefcik
Laura Schilling
Jude and William Schmid
Deidre Schmidt

Julie Schmieg
Stuart Schmitz
Dee Schofield
Chuck Schonder
Max and Elizabeth Schultz
Jen Schulz and Dave Behr
Larry and Kathy Schwandt
Dale Scott
Kate and Scott Shamblott
Rita Shapiro
Allison Sharkey
Larry and Cheri Sheehan
Andy and Cheryl Shern
Jon and Sue Sibley
Kathy Sidles
Suzanne Sjoselius
Chrystin Skog
Shirley Smart
Jenny Smith
Meredith Smith
Kathy Spaulding
Jeanne and Tom Stafford
Frank Star
Heidi Steltzner
Sabina and John Sten
Kirsten Stewart
Ralph Stowell
Perry and Sherri Strassman
Anne and Dave Strootman
Jennifer Sutch
Patricia and Jim Sutterer
Dan Sutton
Ingrid and Keith Swanson
Kathy Swanson
Jim Sweeney
Mary Jo and Paul Taintor
Janice Tate
Kelly Tate
Craig Taylor
Julie Taylor
Paul WM Taylor
Dan and Rachael Teece
Gabrielle Telford

The 2020 Great River Race looked a little bit different, 
but our 10th annual race became a virtual celebration 
for hundreds of people from across the country to 
get outside and share their own experiences in the 
outdoors! Emcee and teller of tales Kevin Kling led our 
virtual celebration to raise support for Canoemobile 
and programs that level the playing field for youth of all 
backgrounds and abilities to learn, explore, and grow 
in the outdoors. Thanks to our presenting sponsors 
Nature Valley and Winnebago for leading the way, and 
for all of the sponsors and partners who joined us to 
create equitable outdoor opportunities for youth!

Wilderness Inquiry is known for bringing people 
together – and no one did that better than Whitney 
Ulvestad. Whitney began as a Wilderness Inquiry 
Outdoor Leader in 2013, leading trips for hundreds of 
participants to the Apostle Islands, Boundary Waters, 
and on the Mississippi River. Her adventurous spirit, 
cooking and paddling skills, and ability to bring together 
diverse groups of people left an indelible mark on the 
Wilderness Inquiry community. 

Whitney passed away on May 8, 2020 after a brave 
and tenacious battle with brain cancer. Her family and 
loved ones created the Whitney Ulvestad Memorial 
Endowment to celebrate her passion for the outdoors 
and we are honored to share that love with future 
generations of adventurers. 

“I did it! I tested my limits and I made it! This 
trip boosted my positive beliefs about myself, 
and all my work to recover my strength got to 
be demonstrated to myself in a way that it can’t 
in the city. I felt that I was able to reclaim a part 
of myself that has been absent for a long time; 
I got to live from my strengths rather than my 
disabilities. It gives me confidence!”

- SUSAN, PARTICIPANT
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Amanda and Mark Tempel
Janelle Thienes
Daniel and Lynn Thompson
Allison Tokunaga
Sharon Tolley
Mary and Matthew Tomback
Sarah Tron
Eric Trygstad
Julia Twaddle
Lauren Ulvestad
Lisa Vervena
Camille Verzal
Alyssa Vogt
Pam Vruwink
Scott Wade
Maia Wahlberg
Nancy and Thaddeus Walczak
Jeanne Walz
Everett Ward
Thomas Warth
Jane and Mike Washington
Shivaun Watchorn
Laura Weintraub
Chris Weirens
Robbie Weisel and Britt 

Robson
Alexandra Wennberg

Heather Richard 
Patrick Richard

Lynn Sainati 
Beth Anderson 
Kelly O’Connor 
Dale Scott

David O. Schally 
Dan Schally

Andrea Shadel 
Eric Wasserman

Bill Simpson 
John and Susan Miller 
Jennifer and Dale Shaller 
Andy and Cheryl Shern

Ed Spencer 
Phil Soran

Kathy Steinberger 
Ian Young

Lori Tauring 
Grace James

Wally and Darlene Thyen 
Max Thyen

The Wonderful Staff and 
Volunteers of Wilderness 
Inquiry 
Kim Keprios and John 
Everett

MEMORIALS
Honoree(s) listed with
donor(s) listed below. 

Jim Anderson 
Kath Sharp

Ruth Asleson 
Ani, Chuck and Olive 
Howald

Frances and Joe Bachman 
Sharon Bachman

William Cunningham 
Mary Ellen Cunningham

Neil DuBois 
Tracy Alger 

Jen Werner
Karin and Craig Westgate
Edwin and Beverly Wetherill
Peggy White
Christopher Wiener
Craig and Melissa Wiklund
Zac Willette
Megan Wind
John Wolfe
Linda and David Workman
Rolaine Wright
Ian Young
Kellie and Tim Young
Pamela Zumm

PLANNED GIVING
Don Barry
Mark Bentley
Mary Blickenderfer
Rebecca Brackett
Debra Chaulk
Kathleen Clancy
Sheldon Damberg
John and Bonnie Driggs
Mary Ellison
Jim Fournier
Angie and Brian Gustafson

Tess and Ryan Beebe 
The Barbara Carlson Family 
Tyler Carlson and Kate 
Droske 
Jean Cox 
Casey and Sarah DuBois 
John DuBois 
Chelsea and Nick Gillam 
Peg Johnson 
Joseph and Sylvia Luetmer 
Janet and Mike Nilles 
Lucy and Bob Powers 
Janice Tate 
Laura and Allen 
VanLandschoot 
Lisa Williams

Jeffrey Dupuis 
Ashlea Halpern

Jane Erickson 
BNG Team / TrueIT 
Jan Boerth 
Sue Dow 
David Erickson 
Joan Erickson 
Chuck and Kristy Fremstad 
Patty Hendricksen 
Daniel Ihle 
Kathleen Krogstad 
Kathy Swanson 
Philip and Mary Tron 
Sarah Tron

Catherine Finch 
Debbie Bancroft 
Stephen Barron 
Susan and Robert Bauer 
Martha Beery Milbery and 
Kevin Milbery 
Susan Breckner 
Deb and John Bryant 
Kate Bryant and Jon Lindfors 
Marilyn Bryant 
Susan and Jim Clough 
Carolyn Colwell Dahl 

Kathy Ingerson
Jim Kelley
Madeleine Kerr
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber
Laura Oftedahl
Ellen and Keith Opprecht
Mark Parish
Galen and Karen Pate
Craig and Ellie Peterson
Steve Pieh and Barb Kern-Pieh
Janice Quick
Kathy Rauch
Kathy and Jeff Schoenbauer
Nancy Simmet
Bill Simpson
Andy and Heidi Walz
Bette Widney

TRIBUTES
Honoree(s) listed with
donor(s) listed below. 

Thomas Barry 
David and Mary Perkins

Cecile Bedor 
Deidre Schmidt

Wendy Dayton 
Anne Doyle and Jim Stock 
Jennie and Richard Goelz 
Barbara Gullickson 
Ellie Hands 
Bill and Helen Hartfiel 
Gail Lewis 
Beth and David Lyman 
Cynthia Lyman 
John and Betsy Massie 
RaVae Megaw 
Mary and Raymond Mithun 
Mary and David Neal 
Harriet Norgren 
Sally Polk 
Mary Reidhead 
Victoria Robbins Kopke 

Lea Berg 
Anonymous 
John Bablitch 
Beth Boal 
Laura Freund 
Shannon Iwaszkowiec 
Heidi McClure

Amanda Brine 
Scott and Ariella Degner 
Dan and Rachael Teece

Morgan Burns 
Becky and John Maher 
Phil and Schele Smith

Martha Butler 
Debbie Bancroft

Mike and Lupita Butler 
Debbie Bancroft

Jacob Clark 
Patrick Borzenski

Barbara Coffin 
Laurel and Eric Lein

Robert Collier and Kenneth 
Collier 
Donald Robertson

Dad 
Micah Emmel-Duke

Carla Daufenbach 
Robert Gorkin

Anthony and Nina DiAngelis 
Manzie DiAngelis

Jack Driscoll 
Peggy Driscoll and Rob 
Keeley

Julie Edmiston 
Katherine Davis

Madeline Edmiston 
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber

Karen Ekdahl 
Peter Hutchinson and Karla 
Ekdahl

The Finch Family 
Anne Doyle and Jim Stock

Brian Flannigan 

Barb and Art Stock 
Mary W. Vaughan 
WEM Foundation 
Rob and Anne Wight

Martha Finch 
Kathryn Humphrey

Jazmyn Franko 
Jennifer Franko

Rick Gillitzer 
Laura Whipple

Andrew Hasenfeld 
Myrna Hasenfeld and 
Martin, Ilene and Robin 
Robin Hasenfeld and Lester 
Blumberg

Barry Hawkins 
Betsy Evans

Matthew and Miriam 
Flannigan

Maggie, Luke, and John 
Galland 
Cynthia Hersey

Hunt Greene 
Brian and Karen Holcomb 
Eric Nicholson

Lois and Warren Greenhaw 
Nancy Sabin

Laura Hansen 
Kimberley and Nathan Kirby

Kate Hartfiel 
Susie, Peter, and Sally Fry

Ken Higgins 
Eric Nicholson

Mary Kennedy 
Matthew and Miriam 
Flannigan

Debra Krawetz and Peter 
Shapiro 
Deborah Dora

Greg Lais 
Anonymous 
Debbie Bancroft 
Gordon and Laurie Hain 
Ellie Hands 
Trish Ishizuka 
Eric Nicholson 
Eric and Caroline Stevens

Allie Marocco 
Hannah Fiege

The McCanna Family 
Adam Burns

Doug Moore 
Susie and Hal Goldstein

My parents 
Elizabeth Bancroft

Julia Ohlson 
Hannah Fiege

The People of Tanzania 
Sandra and Curtis Nielsen

Richard Lasar 
Jeff Lasar

Tom Lewin 
Kate and Scott Shamblott

Sean Maher 
John and Janet Gendler 
Marilyn Kapter 
Linny Mae Siems and Bill 
Webb

Patricia Marble 
Craig and Melissa Wiklund

John Matts 
Larry and Cheri Sheehan

Andrew Murphy 
J. Wayne and Bridget Phillips

Francine Murphy 
Kris Arena

“Despite varying backgrounds and abilities 
everyone has a deep appreciation for nature and 
each other. I think this holds true for all people all 
over the world but they need to be given a chance 
to find that out for themselves.”

 - LORI, PARTICIPANT

“It is really unmeasurable what Canoemobile 
has done for the ability of these families to see 
what possibilities truly do exist - not just in our 
community, now they’re asking, ‘How far away is 
the Mississippi River?’ ‘What is it like to go to Lake 
Superior?’ So this experience has opened their 
minds, and really that would not be possible if 
we did not have Wilderness Inquiry, not only as 
a partner, but as a steward of learning, and our 
outdoors, and our environment.”

 - MATT, SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL

Wilderness Inquiry’s endowed funds honor some 
of our most passionate and long-time participants, 
while providing ongoing support for inclusive outdoor 
programs for years to come. We are grateful to the 
families listed here who share the spirit of adventure 
through these dedicated endowments, and to 
the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation for their 
sustaining support.

Voyageurs, Photo by Mat Cohen
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Canoemobile’s “floating classroom” is a versatile 
platform for youth to experience place-based 
environmental education and engage with STEM concepts 
in the outdoors. Thanks to the Minnesota Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund, as recommended 
by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota 
Resources (LCCMR), since 2017 more than 25,000 youth 
from every corner of Minnesota have explored the 
science behind the ecosystems, waterways, and habitats 
of our home state. 

Minneapolis, Photo by Julia Schweitzer
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Devin Atlee Nance 
Cara Nance

Michael Paulson 
Beth Kellogg

John Prine 
Gil Vernon

Wally Reutiman 
Gloria Boersma 
Sarah Bogenreif 
Phil and Sue Bonthius 
Janet and Leon Breun 
Patricia DeMaria-Colts 
Susan Eckstein 
Rod and Sue Garver 
Hannah Hedegard 
Sharon Hierlmaier 
Nancy Hyde 
Jerry and Yvonne Lorenz 
James and Kathleen 
McFarland 
Lynn Reutiman Kidder, 
Brian Reutiman and Heidi 
Reutiman 
Mary Reutiman 
Celia Richey 
Josh Richey 
Suzanne Sjoselius

Daniel Sandstrom 
Cari Sandstrom

Cameron Saunders 
Charles Backes

Adam Trautmann 
Anonymous

Whitney Ulvestad 
Mary Lou Barton 

Thomas and Susan 
Christiansen 
Sarah Cooke 
Jean Cunningham 
Michael Dady 
Tanya Dyrdahl 
Glenace Edwall 
Rosemary Everett 
Bragetta Femal 
Marlene Goldenberg 
Matthew Griebie 
Kate Hanson 
Carol Harrison 
Maureen and Philip Heasley 
Richard and Ingrid Hoyt 
Kathy and Bryce Huemoeller 
Laura and Steve Inglis 
Frederick and Janet Jacobs 
Susan Jerutis 
Holly and Walt Jones 
Edward and Nancy Landes 
Catherine Mamer 
Martha Martin and Daniel 
Houck 
Sarah Mirick 
Mari Jo Mundahl 
Tom Nelson 
Marin Page 
Julia and Brian Palmer 
Kathryn Ramstad 
Ingrid, Hugh, Nick and Anna 
Roberts 
John Schaefer 
Larry and Kathy Schwandt 
Seifert and Hoemann Family 

Kirsten Stewart 
Debbie and Gordon Stofer 
The Thomson Family 
Harold and Pamela Ulvestad 
Jon, Mariah, Palmer and 
Aksel Ulvestad 
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad 
Karen and Corwin Vance 
Alexandra Wennberg 
Karin and Craig Westgate 
Sam Wheeler 
Hunter and Adam Wright

Bob Walz 
Andy and Heidi Walz 
Jeanne Walz

Julie Yip-Williams 
Joshua Williams

Debi Zalisk 
Lauri Sidelko

MATCHING GIFTS
Thank you to the following
companies that matched their
employees’ or retirees’ gifts. 

Ameriprise Financial
Boston Scientific
Canadian Pacific
Cargill
Dell
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Gates Foundation
General Mills
Google
H.B. Fuller

Jamf
Johnson Controls
Kresge Foundation
Liberty Mutual
Medtronic
Microsoft Corporation
National Grid Renewables
Neuger Communications 

Group
Pfizer Foundation
Piper Sandler Companies
Ryan Companies
Bill and Cindy Schmoker - The 

Schmoker Family Foundation
Ed and Valerie Spencer - 

Spencer Family Foundation
TCF National Bank
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent
UnitedHealth Group
Winnebago Industries
Workday

IN-KIND GIFTS
Thank you to those who
contributed goods or services. 

William Carter
Jack and Kirsten Driscoll
Jim Fournier and Karen 

Zeleznak
Katie and Rick Fournier
Great Lakes Northern 

Outfitter
Homestead Weaving Studio
Barb Morse
Lori Tauring and Renee 

Tierney
Turtle Fur

ENDOWMENTS
Our endowments help us fulfill
our mission in perpetuity. 
We are especially grateful to
the families of the following
individuals for their support. 

Carol Beim Nulsen
Neil DuBois
Harold, Catherine, and Martha 

Finch
Sean Maher
Andrew Murphy
Harriet Spencer
Whitney Ulvestad

GREAT RIVER RACE
Thanks to sponsors who raced
to close the achievement gap. 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Neil DuBois Memorial Fund
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath 

LLP
Jim and Mary Frey
FRWD @ Bain & Company
The Grady Family
The Higgins Family
Kim Keprios and John Everett
Lakewinds Food Co-op
LimnoTech
Lube-Tech - Bame Foundation
Nature Valley
Pelican Leadership Academy
Polaris Industries
Race Judicata
Dan and Kari Rominski
TCF National Bank
Thomson Reuters
Whitney Ulvestad Memorial 

Fund
VAA Engineering
Winnebago Industries

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
YOU ON TRAIL AND ON THE 
WATER AGAIN IN 2021!

“It just reminded me how powerful a community 
can be and what we can all accomplish when we 
help one another.”

“I appreciate so much that we have opportunities 
to give our kids a break from the everyday chaos 
of life and remind them that they can find calm by 
going outside.” 

 - KIM, PARTICIPANT

 - JOHN, TEACHER
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BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER IN 
THE OUTDOORS SINCE 1978
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